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' rhe "Lives" ( a s  they are  styled) of the early Irish saints 
constitute a very distinctive branch of our  ancient literature, 
the peculiar characteristics of wl~ich have not yet been fully 
s ~ u d i e d  by scholars. They contain, on their surface, a large 
element of m h and evident romance but, underlying this, 
bi~ere is a so r id foundation of Fact which it is  the critic's 
ofice to disencum,ber from its concretion of legend. How 
tlie myth came to attach ilself to the historical the present 
is no place to enquire; sufice it to say that faut and fable  
are, to a certain degree, blended in most ancient chronicles. 
In the case of our  old Irish narratives it may be laid down 
a. the general rule that the more ancient tlie accounts in  
question a re  the more sane and credible tliey read. T h e  
earliest documents are  comparatively free from le  nd:  
growth of the latter-as De La Naye ("Legends o r  the 
Saints") has shown-belongs t o  a later stage of the "Life" 
and is a gradual process under the ir~llilence of factors none 
too dillicult to traee. 'l'liey do. therefore. n renl diaservira 
to truth. Irisli History and the veuera1)le snints of Ireland. 
who edit the "Lives" a s  if everything the documents contain 
were accepted fact. 

"Lives" of many Irish saints (Ueclan of Ardmore among 
t l~em) have come down to us in n~anuscript  form from a 

' 
~ e r i o d  anterior to the invention of pr inthg.  ant1 the inlelligent 
reader will nalurally want to know wliat antl~ority. if any, 
llle ancient documents have, wl~en ant1 hy wllotn tlley were 
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compiled in their presel~t forms arid what were tlieir origi11aI 
writers' sources of information. Reply to these questions 
need 11ot unduly delay us. The ancient "Lives" possess no 
authority beyond this-that they a re  many centuries old, 
that they were written by serious a n d  learned men from 
religious ~r~otives,  a ~ d  tliat the writers had before them older 
documents which have siuce perished. On the whole it  seems 
most likely athat the "Lives," a s  we now have them, were 
compiled, a s  a rule, somewhat about the 11th or  12th cen- 
tury, atid tlint their purpose was to serve as reading material 
ill tlw lno~lnsteries. Tlic "Lives" would naturally have been 
copied and r e - ~ o ~ ~ i e d  (luring the ce~rtnries U ~ J  to the 16tl1, 
a i ~ d  the successive scribes would have modernised the lan- 
guage u p  to date, besides adding occasional details, explan- 
ations and observations of tlieir owri. T h e  object of the 
original compilers # a s  less to  teach history than to edify 
siniple souls. Ilellce the stress which they lay upon the 
supernatural a d  the miraculous, while they almost ignore 
the merel) human. The saint a s  he is i s  presented to us in 
the ancient "Life" is  somet l~ i~ ig  of a dernLgod, when we 
sllould much prefer an actual sketch of the man. It will 
I)? l ~ o r n e  in mind tliat the ancient biographers were sepa. 
rated from the saints' time by many centuries-by a s  long 
a period, in fact, a s  that which separates us from the wrifters. 
They could, therefore, have no first-hand information about 
tlie facts they record; this, however, is  no argument against 
the writers' aut l~ori ty  and veracity. 

Some of the ancient " Lives " aforesaid a r e  written in 
Irish and otliers a re  in Latin, and  of certain saints (a score 
or so) He have two, o r  more, independent "Lives"-one in 
Latin, the other in Irish, and evidently written by different 
authors from dimerent material. For  the vast majority of 
Irish saints, however, there a re  110 formal "Lives;" the few 
facts known abou't these serva~lts  of God we glean f rom 
occasioi~al references ill the history of other saints o r  in the . 
old Irisli martyrologies. Sometimes, too, tlie " Life" 
survives iri several ancient copies in different libraries but 
often, a s  ill our Declan's case, only a single copy has come 
down. Declan's "Li fe"  referred to is preserved in a vellum 
i ~ ~ a ~ ~ u s c r i p t  belonging to the Royal Library at  Brussels, and 
this is in the late 16th century hand of Brother Michael 
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O'Clery, who, it will be recalled, was bhe chief of the Four 
Masters. I t  is f rom the text in question that the following 
account of our  saint is taken; the reader who wishes to study 
the matter more ful ly should consul~t the present writer's 
"Life of St. Ueclan," published by the Iris11 Texts Society, 
Vol. XVI.. 1914. 

All autl~orities are agreed that  he eriod of Ueclan war 
very early. But how early, exactly? 5 he view that Declan 
preceded St. Patriok has been growing year 1) year in r popularity till to-day it may be called the genera l y  accepted 
theory. Formerly, and not so very long ago, it was regarded 
as  nlnlost a dispnragement of Patrick to suggrst that L)eclan 
hacl been his forerurlller in the Iris11 n ~ i s i o n  field. Modern 
scholarsl~ip and deeper study of the matter has, Imsever, 
shown that Ueclan's priority is now highly pro1)able- 
notwitl~standirlg the opiuion to tlle contrary of the learned 
Lanigan. Dr. Lanigan, by the way, had nut before him the 
evidence we possess to-day o t  close relations between Ireland, 
Gaul, and Llritain (Wales) in the fourbhj century A.D. So 
closely. in fact. was Ireland in touch with the neighbouring 
coasts of Ijritain and  the Continenlt that it would have heen 
a very wonderful thing indeed i f  the new faith had not found 
some entrance before the fifth century. Leoghaire's druid8 
,had evidently ample o p p o r t ~ r n i t ~  to acquire the knowledge 
which they showed of Christian tenets and practices. 

There a r e  few spots in holy Ireland that make so stirring 
an  appeal to the Irish soul a s  veneral~le Artlrnore with its 
nlute memorinls of a dimly glorious past. Standing on this 
nlmost sacred ground what son o r  daughter of Ireland does 
not feel the !heart aglow? The sensation, to he sure, is  tinged 
H it11 n~elanchol y-the sadness which springs from contem- 
plation of v a ~ ~ i s l ~ e d  greatness o r  of storied ruins. That  
n~asonry-cnpped well on the lonely cliff !--h rernlls the calm 
evening of 1)eclan's life, when, the saint's earthly work com- 
pleted. he retired to his little desert to sprnd llis remaining 
days  in heavenly communings. That rudc Oratory in the 
lone is the earliest surviving erclesiaslical monu- 

I nwnt in County Waterford, and perhaps in all  Munster; the 

l prople call it An beannnchrin, and within it the rernnins of 
their trihal apostle were laid to rest. That stately Round 
Tower and rained Cntl~edral !-the> are weighted with ehe 

l 
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hoary arttiquily of seven hundred years; yet they are  modern 
compared with the beannachhn. To the great church of 
Ardmore were carried for  burial the bodies of chieftains a n d  
of higli ecclesiastics, whose gravestones-their inscriptions, 
if they ever had any. long since effaced-are still to be seen 
~ i t l i i n  it. lknenlli the shadow of the great tower rested in 
b y p i e  days many a weary pilgrim who had come to dis- 
charge his obligations at Declan's holy shrine. That line 
of clark-l)rown hills bounding the view to the north!-it is 
the 1)ruim Fingliin of Irish legend al,luded to in the Four 
Mnslvrs. untlcr kite. A.M. 3502, a.s one of t'lie celebrated hills 
of Irelnrid for possessioii of wliic11 Eremon tlie Milesian 
qual.relled with Itis brotller Ebe-r. Most likely the Ardmore 
pm9at11 nr fisliern~a~l will not recognise the ridge under its 
r las4c title. but its modern nalnc:, Slieve Grinn, will  be quile 
familiar ,to his ears. 

l l i s  " Life" clainls for St. Declan that the founder of 
Arcln~ore preceded St. I'atrick in his mission, and as  we have 
already seen there is no sullicient reason to reject the claim. 
T o  Ibe .sure ,the '' Life " is late-that is, it is, in its present 
ftirnt. centuries later than Declm's time; moreover, it abounds 
~tliougli 1y no means to die same extent a s  Lives of other 
Irish sai~itsI in incredible stories, absurdities, contradictions 
atid arlacl~ronisiils. These and other such disabilities not- 
w i t l ~ s t a ~ i d i n ~ .  thtx main narrative is not only credible but 
,~ ln los t  certainly true. This is hardly tlie place for  detailed 
e ~ a m i n a t i a n  of a cliflicult historical question: In corrwbora- 
1ior1 of ~ lhc  claim for  the pro-Patrician a ostolate of Declan P attentioll nlay be called to the ren~arkab  e fact that Patrick 
I!evthr e n ~ r w d  or at least n w e r  evangelised, the important 
tc rritory of the 1)eries. Neither is he recorded to hnve sent 
n l i s s io~~ar i r s  into ~ I i e  latter nor to  have committed it t o  any 
of l ~ i s  disciples. The previous preachirig'of Declan supplies 
a reason: C l ~ r i s t i a n i t ~  liad already found entrance and made 
progress. alld Patrirk. wllom many unevangelised regions still 
a \ v a i ~ ~ c !  Itad no time fnr preaching (to the already converted. 
Tlir " 1,ife." of wllirl~ the Irisli original is, o r  was a few 
!rat.? sillre. at Rrussels, gives dates only b y  implicartion: it 
rcorlld plare tlw birth of our  saint somewhere towards the 
CIOSC of tlw forirth c e ~ ~ t u r y .  The late Rev. Dr. Henebry, wilt11 
,:re:11 clispln!. of learning, argues (Ivernian Journal, vol. 
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VII. pp. 123, etc.) eloquently in favour of a still earlier 
(third century), and by no means in~possilde, mission. 

The short, rocky and somewhat elevated headland which 
juts seaward in an easterly o r  south-eauterly direction, fonr 
o r  five miles east of the Ulaokwater estuary, is locally known 
a s  Ardmore Head, o r  Ceann a Kdmc~. 0 1 1  the land side 
the clay cliff curves to north and east leaving, between its 
a rc  and the rocky promontory, the slrallow Day of Ardmore, 
wherein more t:~an one good ship I ~ a s  niei 11er doom. O u  
the north, o r  bay. side of the iron headland, sheltered from 
all son111er11 and western gales, IICSIICR the modern village 
with its striking grorlp of ancient erclesiastical remains- 
one of the most remarkable things o l  its kind ill Ireland. 
There is the great church or Cathedral. a primitive oratory, 
a latrr ruined cl~urch I~eside a 11oIy Well, two ogllam 
inscribed pillar stones nntl some n~onunients of lesser note. 
O v e r l o o ~ k i ~ l ~  all,  i n  solitary. solemn arar~deur.   rise^ a stately 
Kound Tower-the hest preserved a r ~ d  the finest monument 
of its kind existiltg. Taken altogdl~er-with the historic 
assncia'!ic~~~s whirl] cling to it, the halo of romance which 
hallows it, its silent wilnesses of Ireland's glorious past, its 

1 picl~rresque situation and ~ r imi t i ve  atrnnspl~ere-Ardmor is 
easily the most interestillg spot in all broad Ilecie9. 

According .to the ancient " Life." wl~icll we .may regard 
as  having been cast in its resent form about the 12th 
century. o r  nearly eigl~t  hunt red years a ~ o .  I)eclal~ first saw 

1. 
r 

the light at E! place wlhich has been identified as the present 

[ Drumroe. near Cappoquin. We have it on n ~ r t l ~ ~ ) r i t y  of the 
same document that Ile received Christian 13apti5m, upbring- 
ing and instruction within his native territorv. All this 
pre-supposes the ex i .~ l r t~ce  of Christiani~ty, or of n Christian 
commnt~ity, in Waterford. a quarter of a rrntury, a t  least. 
before the preanlling of I'ntrick. One Coln~,ln, a priest. i s  

l 

! stated to have baptised lthe infant. Colman afterwards 
hecame a Bishop. and. local tradition has ever associated him, 

l a s  its fo~lnder .  with the Church of Kilcolman in the p r e ~ e n t  
I Old T'arish. Nothing now su rv iv~s  of Kilcolman chllrch- 
i prohabIy, indeed, it was of wood-hnt its former k t e  i s  well 

I known and is held in popular veneration. a s  is the thorn- 
bush which over,shadorved the Hol r  '&?ell, now drained away. 
O n  a grass-covered mound. hesitle ~ I I P  well, there lay the 
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repuled stone cllalice of the saint; t l k  curious object is  now 
preserved in !the hluseunl of University College, Cork. 
P r o b A l y  the vessel's plesetlt worn conditiou is the result of 
it9 use for  ages as  a " healing s t o ~ ~ e "  ill cases of cattle 
d.iseasr. \ \ ' ' : I ~ I I .  \ v l ~ e l ~ c e  or  how Colman received the Faith 
1ve k~lo\v not. R'e may iufer that 11e travelled to Gaul o r  
Ilri,:nill. and was col~verted there, or  that some d.aring 
(:hristiarl firm oversras, whose good, tleeds a re  unrecorded 
s:lve in \IN.  Ilo~rk of C J l ~ t l .  had Ilaptised aud instrr~cted him. 
#\S n mnltvr of fnct. t w  krl~bw that lugitive Cl~ristians in some 
r . l ~ ~ n l w r s  I~atl llrtl to I~x,l.a~ld to escape the Diocletian persecu- 
<Ions of the t l l i l - r l  century. Unfortunately we 'have hardly 
911). rc1inl)le tlrtoils of l)erlan's work; we lack likewise 
p ~ r % ~ ~ " I d ~ t a i ~ s - - s ~ ~ c ~ ~  as  the world loves to hear of its 
11c.rnes. 1)mlan's a n c i e ~ ~ t  biographers were so intent o n  
tlrifyi~lg t l ~ r i r  I d y  patron that they hove forgottell to draw 
a pir:ure 11r  the man. 'I'l~e " Life " is a fairly l o ~ g  document, 
Ibut its l - a l ~ ~ e  i9 r ~ ~ o s t l y  archaeological; it sheds light o n  
sncient i ~ ~ s t i t ~ ~ t i o n s .  descri1)es some early practices, 
and rlarllw a n u n h e r  of places which it is still possible fo r  
us to itlr~ltify. I t  is nut exactly history. although there i s  
I~istory rnll~etldetl i r ~  it;  it recounts a multitude of alleged . 
n~iraclrs .  and it succreds in exhibiting the saint as  largely 
a (snn~etinles-rese~ltful) l~ecromancer rather than a patient 
d i s r i l~ le  I I ~  the Cross. All this is, h.owever, according to the  
12111 wttllr).  r ~ o t i n ~ ~  of religious biography. We sl~ordd ~ i v e  
n g t r , ~ t  tlrnl to-(lay for some first.lland information of a 
personal c h a r a i - t e r - t l ~ e  manner of man our  sair~lt really 
was, his virtws. his methods, his sayings, details of h i s  
work nntl so f ~ ~ r t l l .  

A I I I O I I ~  the IIIII.\CIS related of l)e.clar~ h e  followiug may 
Iw c~uotctl. ritlwr l ~ r r a r ~ s e  they a r e  characteristic o r  because 
tlwy Ilave left 11 living memory in the place-names of Decies. 
TIIP cite of Lkrlan's c l ~ ~ i r c l ~  at 'Ardmore was originally a n  
islalld. called Artl II:I gCaorach; h i s  he miraculously en- 
l a r p d  i~ t ld  j o i w ~ l  10 the ~ ~ ~ a i r l l a n d  tly compelling the sea to 
fall  l m k  a cer tai~l  distance from ljhe beach. So swiftly 
\ \ere  ~ I l e  writers driven out that fishes and writhing creatures 
of \he t l c ~ ~ ,  were left be l~ ind  on dry land. Mainchin 
( p ~ ~ i l ~ l y  the fn t~r re  founder of Kilmanahan, near Clollmel) 
.l !I,IIIIF rleric of I)ecln~~'s I~ousel~olcl, was so friglltened that  
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he cried out in terror. The youth's interruption diq~leased 
the sainlt, who, turning around, struck its author liglltly on 
111t nose. Three drops of blood, the biography gravely tells 
us, fell from the wound, and from tlie place where they 
touclied the earth three separate springs of pure water 
gushed forth. Apparently the sea lms advanced again since 
then for the three springs are today,  or were till recently, 
pointed out on tlie s t r a ~ ~ t l  at. or near, the extreme low-water 
mark of spring tides. The waters of these spri i l~s,  1jy the 
way, are clain~ed to cure internal coml)laints of those enter- 
prising eno~tgh to nse thrin. On another occasion tlte saint 
rsised to life seven 11ob1e l~ostages who had died uf  ' the  
plague while in ciistody of tlie King of Munster at Cashel. 
1st would have been very inji~rious to the King's 11wo11r and 
a ~ r i e v o ~ ~ s  cause of wproac.l~ had the hostages died in the 
King's custody. Ye! anotlter time Decla~i, on a missionary 
journey, was the guest, at dinner, of a wealthy but ill- 
mannrred princelii~g of South Tipj~erary. near tlie Suir. The 
host, whose name was Dercan, was a pagan, and aggressive 
at  that. Inslead of m~ltton he placed a quarter of cooked 
dog before his guest. Ueclan propll~etically detected the 
trick, and, Uercan. convinced, received Baptism. Popular 
tradi~ion, as it is still quoted throughout em- 
1~c:llislies the incident and improves on tlie " Life" by adding 
tlmt the dog. as the saint said grace, retnrned to life, and 
Irnping oIT the tahle made its way over the ComeraRIl 
Momtains I)y the pass called from the incident. Ikarnn 
Ml~adraich. or " The Dog's Gap." Moreover, at I)ercanls 
request. Declar~ t ~ l e ~ s e d  ncnr the homestead a c e r t a i ~  stand; 
ing stone, so that if the King of Decies mnrched a romd it 
before going to battle lie should return vietorions. The 
pillar stone in question is probably the great cross-inscril~ed 
dallilri which stands on the silmmit of the ridge known as 
Giant's Grave. near Clonmel. Without a doubt that proces- 
sion round the pillar stone wns originally a pagan custom. 
and in recording the incide~~t  onr ancient historian has, all 
utlcollsciously. transmiltted an echo of a Iieathen rite, and. 
witliout intending it, giver1 us a proof of his own historical 
arcilracy. ' Procession sltnwise (dcisean around n dalldn 
( I i l l a r  stone\ or a stone circle was an ancient Irisli (perhaPR 
a pre-Celtic) ceremonial of pagan times. At Tara, for 
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i ~ ~ s t a ~ ~ c e ,  \\a+ the L)cpiscwl l'eun~hruuh:, a dallbn, o r  stone 
circle, a r o ~ ~ ~ ~ d  wl~icli the army of t h e  High King marclled to 
ensure srlccess in its expedition. Once, when travelling 
t l ~ r o u g l ~  Ossory. I ) e c l n ~ ~  came to a village, Kilcolum, where 
Iw proposed to lodge for  the night. flhe churlis11 i1111albi.tants . 
\\-ould not. Iwwever, receive him; they went even further 
A I I ~  drovr  the slrauger forth with hard words, if )lot with 
I)lows. 1)rclall prayed veugeance from heaven ~rpon  them, 
o ~ ~ d  tl121t ~ ~ i g i ~ , t  I'orty-eigl~t of their . r~umber,  participators i n  
I I I V  . ~ r t  of i1111os~)itnlity. died! A woman, not ~ ~ o t e c l  fo r  her  
I ~ , D I I C ~ ~ \ .  (~11nr clnr day to Ueclnn's monastery, and while 
~ I I P ~ - P .  ~ 1 1 e  con~mitted a t l~eft .  On l ~ e r  way home the earth 
+\\allowed her up. at the same time castiug out tll~e stolen 
article. wl~icll promptly turned into stone! T l ~ e  petrified 
object was still s l l o w ~ ~  at Ardmore when the " Life " was 
wr-itten. and it Itas preserved in the monastery for  ages a s  
a u a r n i r ~ p  to evildoers! The saint was once crossing the 
fertile p l a i ~ ~  of S o n t l ~  Tipperary wllirl~ lies Ije~ween the 
Galtee ~Slrrrhh g C r o ~ )  and Knockn~ealdown (Sliabh gCua) 
ranges \t111*11 11e 1nt.t. on the way, a man carrying all infant 
for  Ihljtisrn. I)eclar~ miraculously procured salt for  the 
(eremoll!. and  t l ~ r  infant. then made a Christian, lived to 
become St. Ciarar~. founder a n d  patron of Tubrid. St. 
(:iarnn's llol! R'ell at Tuhrid is still, o r  was till recently, a 
centre of devotion. I r s ide  the spot where repose the ashes 
of great G e o f f r r ~  Keating . A lhostile fleet of forci ners- 
Teutons. nlort I i .  or a s - p  into Ardmore b a y  on 
one ocrasior~ \\it11 in t r r~ t  to sack the settlement and church. 
liltan. a r l r r i r .  111wecer. a t  1)ecIan's command, held up his 
left hand ngaiurt t l ~ r  ~ t rangers ,  and, 10, the ships sank like 
I ~ a d  in t l ~ r  wnters ~ t l l i l e  the crews were turned into the rocks 
that stand Iligl~ out of the sea near the mouth of the bay! A 
messerlger of Patrick's. Ilallin by name. was, once on a time, 
s a l t  from Armagh to execute a commission for  his master. 
J t  so happened that hefore 11e reached Ardmore he was 

\ 
clroitnrrl in the Lirkey River near the crossing place of the 
lntter a t  A u g l ~ ~ ~ n r ~ ~ r a v e i l ,  not fa r  from Declan's rno~ras t~ry .  
41 Drrlnn's prayer. I~owever, thc dead man was restored t o  

4 

life. and l i \ r d  to return safely to Armagh and  t o  relate to  
Patrick a l l  t l~e t  had hefallen him. 

It is s i n ~ u l a r l y  unfortunate that. while prodigal of miracles 
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and the marvellous, the '' Life " is so niggard of fact. 
Students of Irish I ~ a ~ i o ~ r a ~ , l ~ ~  are, however, quite familiar 
\rith the pl~enomenon. Legend and romance a r e  ever so 
much more attractive to the Irish mind than cold facts, 
however i inpo~tan t !  His biographer does, indeed, tell US 

that 1)eclan once j o r ~ r n e ~ e d  to Britain, wl~ich is credihle 
enough; that t l~ i s  visit Has in the time of St. Davitl. which 
i~ in r r rd i l~ le ;  and that he went more tlrau onre to  Itomc, a 
statement which we may well he pardoned doul~ting. He 
tells us, nloreover. t h a ~  the saint preacl~etl tl1ro11~11 the 
len th and I~reatlr of I)ecies, and thnt Ire forr~rded c l ~ u r c l ~ e a  
n l l f  mon;i\kries all o l e r  the region. That the h q t  4ate-  
i n e ~ ~ t  is sul)stantially trrw \+e have some in(lependerrt c~ i t l e~rce ,  
.W/.. the t es t i rno~~y of tradition as  emhotlied in plare-names 
ancl o t l ~ e r  monuments. etc. Cl~ararteristically e n o ~ ~ p l ~ ,  like 
a lo)al  r l a n s ~ n n ~ ~ ,  I)eclat~ seems to have regarded Iris mission 
as not e \ t c ~ ~ t l i n ~  1)e)ond his O H I I  trihal territory. 1'ossil)ly 
he ronsideted that his charity should commence at I ~ o n ~ e ;  
anyhow, we do not rend that he ever carried his p rear l~ ing  
outside his own people. Ardnwre was t l ~ e  parent church 
to which the other chr~rclws and religious e~tabl is l in~ents  of 
Decies owed allegiance. The exact c l~nracter  of the bond 
~ h i c h  united tlwm we do I I O I  know; we may. however. regard 
rt  as fairly certain that the general discipline was identical 
u i th  the contemporary Church system of Rritain and Gar11. 
In the motl~er  cl~urclr of Ardmore its founder received many 
disciples, not only from his own territory, but from all parts 
of  Ireland. and already. hefore his death, the holy city of 
Artlmore !lad hecorne famoir~,  so that pilgrims from distant 
provinces came hither to he edified and instrurted. Tile 
general reader may require to be reminded that the typical 
l r i s l ~  Monastery was a rollection of small wootlen, o r  wnttle, 
cells and diminutive churches-the whole s~irro~ll lded h y  a 
ra ised .  or  circular wall of dry stone: sometimes. a s  a l o ~ q  
the treeless western seahoard, the cells and c h u r c l ~ e ~  were 
alco of unremented stone. 

S~~cccssive rhirf ta ir~s (the Irish called t l ~ e ~ n  k i ~ ~ g s )  of 
1)ecies holding office. o r  reigning, during Declan's apoqtolate 
n e r e  Ledban. deposed because he remained ohstillate in 
pagnrriem, Ferphal MaoCormac (from whom. or from whose 
descendant<. we may have the present Ratl~pormack), and 
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C~uaecll~. Far as one can glean from the docume~uts, t he  
princes or kings of Uecies did not have a fixed official place 
of residenre. 'I'l~e prince for the time being lived either 
ill his family dun or in some lios or stlonghold of his choice. 
I'rrhaps more frequently still he abode now in one place 
and a g a i ~ ~  ill amltl~er as circumstances made convenient o r  
~~ecessit)  conlpelled. Cineadh's dun we are able to locate 
11) means of h e  " Life;" it was aln~ost  certainly at Crohane, 
in I I I P  ~~ri~ll l)o~rrlrooA of the present Newcastle, on the Suir. 

'I'l~r. r e l ~ t i o ~ ~ s  I)et\\eeu I ) w l a ~ ~  and Patrick are not at all 
easy to cle~ern~irw. 'I'here is no reference to Derlan ill the 
I.i\es of St. l'atrick; but our "Life" of Declan, whatever 
I T  its hiqorical wortl~. is quite positive in its statement that 
the two ~.aints m ~ t ;  moreover. it spec~fies place and occasion, 
and it must I)e granted that the statement bears the appear- 
a w e  of trr~tlr. I'atrick, wirli Apostoli,~ authority. appears on 
the 11orther11 confines of Decies. whither 1)eclan goes-though 
evitlentl\ at fir41 with some reluctance-to meet him. Does 
i! n o t  appear that Patrick's authority is superior to Declan's? 
I t  does IooL. ill fact. as if there has been some irre ularity 
or infor~nality in l)erIan's mission, and that Patric i , with 
p l e ~ ~ n r )  jurisd~c.tiou. has ronle ad sanandum, that is, to 
remme the irregularity and make good the deficiency. The 
irr~pularity. I sl~gzest, was informality of mission. Patrick 
comes \\ith authnrity from the Holy See: all missionaries 
and C I ~ I ~ V  r r i t l ~ i r ~  his jurisdiction are to receive and 
acknnwlrtlFe him : hence Declan's ceremonious journey to 
proffer ol~edirncr w a r  Clonmel. 

Most prol~nl)l\ the " Lift. " records only actual fact when 
it 91ntt.s tl~at 1)c1 Inn. towards the close of his career, retired 
for grvatvr qcrl11sio11 to a little cell wl~icll he had made him- 
self. at the spot wl~ere now is the ruiued church beside the 
I e l l .  l'l~e place is still called Disert, i.e., Place of 
1lo:rent. S I ~ I  retirement, to prepare for the end. is frequent 
i r ~  I I I V  rase of Iris11 saints and even at .a later lime we find 
r l~ ic f t :~ i~~q  a ~ ~ d  lji41ops practising il. Indeed it looks ns if 
lrlaur of our Irish saints made formal 'L retreats " period- 
irall!. or from lime to time. There is some evidence of {he 
praoticc i r ~  the " Life " of Decla~i a s  well as in the L i ~ r s  
of Car~ l in~e .  Al~han, I(evin and many others. Love of re- 
t irenm~t nvd a deep penitential spirit were strikingly maiked 
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cl~aracteristics of early Irish Cl~,ristianity. So  seriously did 
men and wornell interpret the Gos el counsels that they fled 
irr hundreds-many of them of no !I le birth-to desert places 
and to lonely islai~tls of the ocean to find solitude and silence 
for  prayer and meditation upon eternal truths. It was not 
it] his desert, however, that Declan desired to breath his last, 
but ill ,his momastery, surrounded by his brethren. Accord- . 
ir~gly, when the end was near at hand, he had l~imself carried 
tc: the church, and t h e r v h a v i n g  exhorted his community 
to observance of Rule and ~ubrnissiorl to authority-he gave 
back his pure aoul to his Creator. It was his disciple, 
MacLiag (front whom Kilmacleague, in Gaultier, gets its 
name), who administered fo him the Holy Viaticum, and 
'' tl~us. having banished images and sacrifices to idols, having 
converted n~tmbers to tltr true Faith, having established 
n~onasteries and ecclesiavtical orders in various places, hav- 
ing spent his whole life profitably and I~olily, this glorious 
ljisliop went with the angels to heaven on the 9th day of the 
Kalends of August." Declan's body was buried in the 
monastic cemetery at  Ardmore, and after his death. a little 
CI I I I I  ch or primitive " oratory " which stilt survives, was 
created over the grave. 

MONUMENTS, &c. 

ILIonuments and artcier~t sites at  Ardnmre next claim our 
nttention and, in this new pliase of our subject. we can 
f o r t ~ ~ r ~ n t e l ~  dispense with mere speculation to a d c ~ r e e  im- 
possi~lde in the earlier panf; we can, in other words, force 
t l ~ r  remains to speak for themselves and to tell tlwir own 
tale. First, we may premise that the records of Dwlan's 
n~or~astery, from the lwly founder's dent11 to the English in- 
vasion, are extremely few and scant. Indeed, from the 
strar~ge nl~sence of reference to it for nearly seven centuries, 
we might Ile pardoned for douhting that the e ~ h h l i s l ~ m e n t  
1\35 monastic and not rather an association of secrdar clerics. 
E\;en the exact kind of religious, or conventuol. rnle followed 
i,c r~r lknow~~.  True, we have a number of old Irish religious 
r u l r ~ .  hut wlticlt, if any, of those was followed o t  Ardmore, 



I I Artlrr~ore; ils Founder u t d  Early Christian Memorials 

a u d  wit11 \+ha1 modifications, we do not know. Not that 
the fact matlers much : the " rules," which were much more 
elastic and  depended more on the will of the abbot than 
rnoderr~ rules, dilfer but I i ~ ~ l e  in such essentials as  self-denial, 
o1,edirnce. and saying of the psaher. Irish monasticism was 

h 
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t r f  t:rr I r t r m r  o r  E;sslern. ratller than of the Western or  I 

1 1 r l i c i 1 r .  I .  The monks lived in separate huts o r  cells 
\ \hirh were ~ l s ~ ~ a l l ! -  of wood, but often of unhewn and  un- 
c r ~ n r l ~ ~ e d  stone. and. instead of one large church, the com- 
I I I ~ I I I ~ I ~  11ad a number of diminutive oratories-the whole 

l 



Ardmore; its Founder and Early Christian Mentorials 15 

surrounded by a dry stone wall, called a caiseal. A feature 
nrore o r  less peculiar to the Irish monastery was the preence  
of a bishop amongst the brethren: he was a member of the 
community and when, a s  sometimes happened, he was not 
himself the abbot, he was subject to the latter. In course of 
time the monastic prelate disappeared a s  his office became 
merged in that of the territorial, o r  diocesan, bishop, with 
external jurisdiction. Only three bishlops, successors of St. 
1)eclan at Ardmore, have left a memory o r  even a name- 
Ultan, Eugenius a d  Maelathrim. Ultan i s  noted in the 
" Life " as Declan's immediate successor. T o  Eugenius we 
have only a single reference: he lived in the 12th century, 
and his name is  found signed. a s  witness, to a n  ancient 
charter. Maelthrim O'Duibhratha is mentioned in the 
Ama l s  of Innisfallen, under date 1203, in which year he 
died-having restored o r  rebuilt the  great c l~u rch  at 
Ardmore. 

In our study, o r  survey, of the remains we can follow their 
order of relative position or of importance o r  of age. Let 
us adopt the last a s  ,best accommodated to our historical 
background. In (their order of approximate age the 
monun~ents a r e  :-St. Declan's Stone. the Ogham stones, the 
Oratory or  Beanwachiin, the Cloch Datha, the Round Tower. 
the Cathedral and the church a t  Disert by the Holy Well. 
If we reokon the Holy Well itself, a s  one of the monuments 
wt= may place it anywhere in the above list. Some lesser 
known remains were certain relics of Declan. also his bell, 
crozier and .a stem called the Lluibhin Dmglain, now, it 
is to be feared, 'hopelessly lost. T o  t l~ose  we may add  a 
baptismal font, preserved at present in the Proteaant  church 
at Ardmore. 

h 
This is an  iceborne block of conglomerate lying on the 

Imc h  beneath the village; the boulder is  s u p p o r t d  by 
sliphtlg projecting points of the underlying native rock. 

4 I h e a t h  the two supporting points is left a l i t tk  hollow, and 
through this-between the glacial bonlder above and the 
wrface  rock beneath-devotees painfully crawl o r  d r ag  
tl~emselves on all fours, o r  rather on chest and stomaoh; t h ~ ~  
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latter ceremor~ial,  which is accompanied by prayer, takes . -  . .  
place mostly on the saint's day or  on some day within the 
week of the pattern. a ~ ~ d  ilts purpose is  to benefit body a n d  - - 
SOUI .  Of lnte years the practice has been mostly given up  
or it survives merely as  an amusement. I t  is the common 
tlelief of the simple Ardrnore people that this wonderfuI - .  
s ~ o l l e  was carried rniro:rllously from Wales. The story, as  
told in the " l i l r ."  may tl111s he surr~~marised :-1)eclan owned 
a ccrtaiu 11lac.k I d 1  ~ 1 1 i c l 1  had Iteer~ sent him from I~eaven, 
2nd ~ h i i  t'l~r ~ i ~ f r k c c p i ~ ~ g .  he had  entrusted to a cleric of hiis 
~!amcd I ( I I I I ~ I I  t from rr111)1n, perl~aps. the two Kilronans 
wit11i11 I)t,r.ic,s). 0 1 1  the occasion of IIeclan's visit to W a h ,  
wlwn thr party was e r l l h a r k i ~ ~ g  for  Ireland. liunan, in his 
exciten~twt, forgot the bell whicl~ lie had laid upon a large 
stone w a r  the wnter's edge. It  was only when they were 
o l r e a ~ l j  far  out 31 sea that Hunan recollected his charge. 
\\'lint was Ile to do? He was in deep grief alt his forget- 
fulnrxs. I I I I ~  1)crlan praj-ed. and  10, by the power of God, 
the stonr. still Iwaring the hell, 011 its back, was straightway 
wafted 1lltorl the ocean towards the Irish coast. The rock 
\\i,th its I~allowetl burden travelled even more quickly than 
1Iecla11 and his hrcthren; it overtook and passed them o n  
the \+ay and actl~ally. rearhed Ardmore before them. The  
Itoultlcr to whicl~ this wild legend attaches is really glacial, 
that is. some time in the far  away Ice Age, over ten thousand 
!.pars ago, it was wrenched by ice from its original home 
i t )  the (:omeragh Mountains and, after much pounding and 
rolling and p i ~ l d i n p .  after much rounding and  polishing, 
i t  was at last tleltosiied h y  the melting ice here at  Ardmore. 
From tltc wo11drrf111 v i r ~ ~ ~ e ~  believed to reside in it, coupled 
with the ~ m w l i a r  rite already described, it is apparent that 
~ I I P  storle was originally an object of pagan worship; possibly 
a local deity or oracle was supposed to d;well in it, a n d  
almoet rcrtainly-nrguing from analogy a n d  the  facts already 
stated-the early missionaries at  Ardmore tried t o  give a 
Christian t11r11 to the pagan observances. Anyhow-notwith- 
standing the prayers superndded t o  the primitive rite-the 
pattern day ceremonial and the stone somehow associated 
wit11 Declan a re  pogon. the one in origin and the other in 
nssociation. 



Ardmore; iis Founder and Early Christian Memorials 17 
! 

THE OGHAM STONES. 

Two ogham inscribed pillars are  set-one at  e i t l~er  side- 
wit l~in the Cathedral choir a t  its west end. A third inscribed 
stone has been taken away a n d  is  now in the R.I.A. collec- 
tlon, Dublin. The larger stone is in the S.W. angle, a n d  its 
legend has been the subject of much learned discussion. A s  
~ ~ i t e r p r e t e d  by Rev. Dr. Henebry, the inscription, which is 
p l ~ a p s  the longest and mosr interesting o ham legend 
Lr~own, furnished him with the argument on w f l i c l ~  lie l ~ u n g  
his theory of third century Irish Christianity. The inscrip- 
tion reads :-" Lugudeccas maqi mucoi Neta Segamonas 
dolati Bigo esgob" (i.e. of Lugaid, son of a man of the tribe 
01' Neta Segamon, a pupil of Bishop Bigus). T l ~ u s ,  in brief. 
~ I I I I S  the late professor's thesis:--The date of this inscrip- 
tiou, arguing from philological evidence, is c. 250 A.D. 
Christianity with a Christian episcopate was therefore 
ebtablishcd in Decies as  early a s  the mid-third century. that  
is. nearly two centuries before t l ~ e  time o f  Patrick, and in t h e  
rcign of Cormac MacAirt. Granting t l~is ,  we should there- 
fore have two layers of early Irish Christianity-the 
Christianity of the ogham period, with which some errors  of 
faith were associated, and  the Christianity of Declan's time. 
The theory is ingenious and ingeniously ~ o r k e d  out, but t h e  
tiata are surely insnflicient to sustain the edifice that its n ~ t h o t  
Ilas h i l t  upon them. 111s main weaknesses are  two, first, 
misunderstanding of a r c l ~ a e o l o ~ i c a l  evidence, nnd, secondly, 
forgetfulr~rss of. o r  failure to gmsp, the fact that o,nhamic 
inscriptions are  generally and designedly ( th roogl~  literary 
affectatiorl) written in archaic formulas-n~~ltiquated even in 
their writers' t ime: tI111s all inscription of the fifth century 
w o d d  he cut in Irish of two centuries earlier. Dr. Henebty 
himself was awr~stomed t o  write in the literary Irish of 
Keating's day. This  remarkable stone. which stands about 
four feet high, was found embedded in the gable of the 
oratory, and it is quite evident. from the spawling or  chi1)ping 
to whir11 it has  lwen quhjeoted h)r dit- masons. that it had 
a!readr served its pnrpose of   rave stone when the hr~i lders  
n r ~ ~ ~ r o ~ r i a t e d  it. The name N e ~ a  Segamonns. occurring in 
t l l i q  inscription. is of l ~ i g l ~ e s t  interest. Nia Segamain was 
Kinp~ of Ireland (223-207 B.c.), and the person here 
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commemorated would probahly be a descendant of his. 
I\loreover, Segamo was a Celtic war-god, from whom, no 
d o ~ h t ,  it was believed in primitive times, that a family o r  
tribe of the Desii had its origin. It  is interesting also to 
observe tha t  this same name-apparently a tr ibe name- 
occurs in two otller ogham inscriptions of County Waterford, 
scil. :-Islar~tl and Knockbov. 

The eccontl ogl~ain stone, which stan& in the opposite 
augle of the cl~oir ,  reads simply :-" Amadu," a name which 
nm!. 1)e equivalent, ill its original nominative, with the 
Caulisll. Amator, a n d  with the Irish, Amait. 

THE CLOCH DATW. 

This is a cubical block of stone, now lying in the lawn of 
hlonea Hollse. and lienring a deep cavity in its upper surface. 
Col. Wood-Martin llas written some very inaccurate-indeed, 
I may say. r i d i c u l o u . ~ t l l i n g s  about this  monument, and, 
uor.se still, 11e llns beer1 followed by later writers. For  one 
thing. tlle writer quoted gives a luclicrous derivation of the 
rlame; batha,  Ile understarids to be the name of a pagan 
p d .  As a matter of fact, Clocli Datha is  simply 'Stone 
of the Dye," and tht- stone owes its name to the  fact that  the 
1,asin was a t  one t ~ m e  used by the villagers a s  a rustic dye- 
Imtli. Formerly, too, the stone figured in certain local games, 
fo r  irls~ance. in the now extinct old Waterford custom o r  
ceremony of "drawi~ig the log." The  merrymaking  degene- 
~ a t e d  iato Ilorse-plny o r ~ d  indecency, which finally led to its 
death. before the present generation. There car1 be little 
doubt the stone was oripinally the plinth of a standing cross; 
it measures 384 bp 18 hy 24 inches. 
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THE BEANNACHAN. 

i 

I The lillle building kllowll a s  the Oratory or  I leannacl~in 
is one of the earliest Christian structures surviving or1 Irisn 
soil. Its exaot measurements a re  13ft. 4in. by 8ft. 9in. on 
the clear, and the walls a re  about 29in. in thickness. The 

1 
Ilpper of the side walls aud ~ a h l e s  is  modem 

1 restoration; below it can I)e easily recogllised the old lrieh 
iuasonry-of large sanclstone hlocks. A minimr~m use of 
mortar is apparent and there is no dressing at 111e quoins. 

I The stoutness of the side walls and the high l)itch of the 
gables were designed to withstand the outisard thrust of the 
originnl, a ~ d  no longer sr~rviving, lieavS stone roof. In 
tile "Life of 1)eclan" this b r ~ i l d i n ~  is s tyled the I,ccctimcl, 
a term wl~ich the learned Uollandists w n t r s s  tliemselves 
ullable to  explain. Bea11nacl15n sigl~ilicas, peaked, o r  rather, 
the little peaked or horrled building, in allusion. no doubt, 
tc- the carved finials which once c r o w ~ ~ e d  the gables. One 
nindow of primitive character-its head fashioned out of a 
single s t o n e l i g h t e d  the little I ) u i l d i l ~ ~ ;  this i.. as  ~rsual, 
ill the east gable; its sides o r  jambs incline from 211. 5 in. 
below to 2ft. above, ant1 its L'light" ,has evidently been reset, 
ond, in the resetting, changed from its original size. In 
the west gal)le is t h e  original doorway--square-h~adrd and 
heavy lil~tellecl, 5 ft. 6 in. high by from 2 ft. 5 in. to 2ft. l in .  
\bide. The old doorway is almost entirely 1)lorketl up  
on the o~itside owing to interments, nntl t l ~ r  Ibrewnt 
doorway is modern. Withi11 this nwst v e n ~ r a l ) l ~  little 
church is the traditional grave of St. 1)eclarr. Generations 
of faithful clients have scooped out, and c a r r i d  away, the 
earth from the saint's narrow I d ,  so that LI IP  latter I ~ a s  come 
to he a deep pit in the lloor of the al~rierlt I)uildir~g. On the 
outside the 13eannachBn exhibits all  the well-known featurer 
of the oratory-the high gahles, sqllare-heatled d o o r w y  With 
inclining jambs, small pseudo-arched eastern 1s indow. and 
curious antne or  prolongations of the side walls. 

A few paces to ,the west. o r  so~~th-west ,  of the R e a l ~ ~ ~ n c h i n .  
and on .a site elevated considerably above the level of the 
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THE ROUND TOWER. . 
village, tlw 1)eau~ifull proportioned Round Tower raises l itq tapering form to t e height of about one hundred feet. 
The present is indeed, almost certainly, the most perfect 
specimen of its class--a singularly graceful column outlined 
i l l  soft-brown sandstone against the more sombre t i n b  of 
the hill hehilld. The  material of the Tower is not exactly 
local; it has evidently been carried hiqbher from the Slieve 

Grinn range, a few miles away to the nortll. There is a 
tale-for the truth of wlticl~, however, the wriler is  unwilling 
to vouch-to the eflect h a t  the original quarry has been 
fourrd within recent years, with some of the unused dressed 
I~locks lying around. More likely the blocks, if they really 
exist, a r e  partly dressed pieces left over from the re  
tile laltter half of last century. T h e  Tower is  divi 
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t h e  outside. into four storeys, marked off by po jec t ing  string 
.courses and  slight rebates; these latter give tile great pillar 
t11e appearance of a gigalltic marine ,iclescope full extended. I The nlasonry tl~roughout is of the finest coursed ae lar ;  in all 
.there are about one hundred a d  twelve courses, each running 
:frcrm 8 illches to 10 inches high. A conical stone cap of 
characteristic p t t e r n  crowns the structure which, in its turn, 
rests upon a wide pl i l~th of masonry. Years ago, when it 
u a s  generally believed that the Round Towers were sepulchral 
monumer~ts, some Cork antiquaries carried out exrnvationu 
-at 'the base of this tower-hoping to f i ~ ~ d  there evidence to 
support  their grave-monument theory. Within the circuit 
of the tower, at its base, they found a ske l e to~  and a half; 
,clearly the remainder of the second skeleton lratl been found 
ill the way of their foundations by the builders, and had 
h e n  removed. Local residents will tell the vitzitor that the 
preseut cap is a restoration. Withal, it is the original roof:  
i n  the restoration the cap, which had become iltserure, was 
removed piece by piece, and each stone numbered; when 
the uecessary repairs had been elfected the stones were placed 
Imok agnin in their respective original positions with the 
crception of rhe old finial o r  coping stone which crowned the 
summit and hod become hopelessly weatherworn. For the 
original finial the present stumpy cross was substitllted. As 
usual, the door is placed high above the ground level- 
12ft.  6ins. from the plinth : it is round-headed and llns runnirlg 
311 around the ope a well-defined baud of moulding and 
Iwad, ornament. Two sllallow grooves in the sill are  generally 
regarded as  having been worn therein by the ancient bell 
ropes. Sllrely, they were receptacles for the l op  of the 
'ladder. whiell may indeed have heell sometimes of rope. A 
rope ladder would have heen eatzier to draw 111) nnd stow 
away within the tower. Our door ope is 5ft. 10 in. hiell, 
'Iw 2ft. 24in. and l f t .  l l i n  .wide at sill and spring of arch 
~.rspectively. In each of the next 'two storeys there is a single 
square-headed ope, and, in the fourth storey one round- 
headed ope of small size. In the top storey nre four  lights 
a s  usual. set approximately to the points of the compass. 
O f  't11e four. one, the s o ~ ~ t l ~ e r n .  is flat-heatled: the other three 
a r r  triangular-headed without and flat within. Acress to the 
interior of the tower is at present dillicwlt: there nre neither 
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lolts nor  ladders. l)ut the older people remember the exist- 
cllce of both. Two features peculiar to the Ardmore T o w e r  
a re  the external beltings already alluded to, and, on t h e  
i ~ t s i ~ l r ,  ,zt ~ l n i ~ l ~ l e  $cries of projecting stones carved into 
monstrous Ilc.:~tls. From their position i,l is clear the pro- 
jwting a t r m r ~  i11 I I I I ( ~ P ~ ~ O I I  cannnt have been corbels 01. floor 
~ l l~)1)0f tS .  

llnfortrlnatrly we are  \vithr~ut data from which to calclilate 
tllr rsaot age of our  totwr. It is, beyond a doubt, a l a te  
s~1cc*i1iirl\--l)rrI1t11~s th r  \.IT). last of t l l ~  towers; it m!.. ill 
l'nrt. Ile a.: 1:1tc. 3: I V I ~  111' tllr 12111 century. In this colt- 
~wrtic~ll.  tllr p u r p l w  of tlw I < I I I I I I ~  T o w c ~  may he noted: t o  
serve pr in~nri ly  a.: a Iwlfry. and secondly, as a place of 
rcbfllgc- for tlir wrlrsia.itivs and for safe custody of I~oc~ks, 
rl~.~lirt.c. sllri~~c..: nr~tl r r l i v ~ .  111 Smith's time the oaken I ~ e a m  
frorrl \vl~icli I l r r t l ?  tllc 311citwl 1 ~ ~ 1 1  still remained in position 
at 111r top of 111c Art l~norr  To\ t r r .  O u r  Tower has a record 
uniqtw in t h  I l i s t~~ry  of Itoulld Towers; in the 17th century 
(1612) it s t r ~ , ~ t l  a r c y l a r  sirpc and artillery was brought 
I a I i t .  Sliplltly 111 east. or nontll-east, of the ceme- 

s ~ o d  tlw rnstle of Ardmore which also figured in tlle 
sirpc and of wllidll no trace now remaills. 

Our I I P Y ~  t l ~ o ~ ~ r ~ n ~ r r ~ t  in point of a g e  i~ the great church, 
wllirh, fo r tu~la t r l ) ,  still stauds entire-wanting only its roof- 
l rllike the Tower. \\llich is homogeneous in age and style, 
the Cat l~rdrnl  is of variolls periods a n d  many styles-Early 
(:eltir. I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ I I o - ~ ~ I I ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ .  Idisll Transitional. and Gothic. 
4. nla) I I C  d(durrcl from its varieties of style this is t h e  

I I I I A  ,nrner,ill\ i t ~ t r r r ~ t i ~ ~ p  of all  Idle rrrnnius nt Ardwore, 
a~trl. IiLr tllr H O I I I I I ~  'I'o\\er. it possesses some features wlliclr 

11.'1on1 R ~ O I I ~ I I ~ ~ , O I W I ~  I ~ C C O U I I ~  hy R n  otlicer on the Englinh aide-under 
the  Irwclx I ~ ~ I I I K ~ I ~ \ I I I )  nnd U ~ ~ o u h i l l  -it Rp1wal.n that on henvy nrtillery b e i n ~  
b l o r l ~ h t  into ~ b l n y  ttcninrt Castle nnd Tower. there we1.c forced to nu~wndev. 
aricl unrontliti<,nrtll?, n t t w  one day'r uiwc.. Of 114 ahle men in the Cnntle 
t tn>c l  . I 0  i n  l h r  l'vart.. 117 \ v I ~ I . ~  hnnwcd next cl~y: 37 wr1.e retnlnccl for  
+.rvhnnuc of ~ t t i ~ o ~ ~ e r n  wi th  the  11,ish enemy; whllc 183 women and children 
were allrrwrd po aree.--&lilo~.'a note.) 



may be styled unique. It consists of nave and choir-with- 
ou t  aisles, transepts, chapels, o r  even tower. In I r e l a ~ ~ d  
aisles, transepts, etc., are  hardly known in parochial o r  non- 
nwnastic cl~urches of t l ~ r  12th and I M I  centuries. The 
ol,servant visitor' will notice three or  four  distinct styles of 
nlasonry, indicative of a s  mall y distinot periods. First, por- 
tion (the lower western half) of the northern side wall of 
the  choir, a s  well as  portion of the same wall of the rlave, 
i s  semi- cyclopean, i.e., of great stones set with a minimum of 
mortar  and uncoursed. This is certainly o ld  Irish work, i.e. of 
pre-iwasion 'times. The theory which would make this section 

01' wall p a ~ t  of il ( . I~urc l~  older than the I3eannacl1i11 i.i unten- 
able. For m e  thing. this (Ieltic building was plainly. like h e  
later  (present) c l ~ u r c l ~ .  divided into nave and  chancel, and the 
introduction of the I)asilica type of r l ~ u r c l ~  poddates the 
Ikannncl~i i r~ 1,) ccllturies. f:ornI)it~etI length of lmve a ~ i d  
cl~anccl  is slightly over 100 feet. Secondly. the chancel arch 
a n d  reniaindrr of the nave arc  late 121411 rrntury work-a 
slrange nnialganl of Celtic nn(l Gothic wl1ic11 gets the name of 
Irish Tra~~s i t iona l .  The latcct portions (if we e x r q t  the 
buttresses, whicl~ are of the 17th century) a r r  the east g d d e  
( i n r l r ~ d i n ~  ills huilt-up window). the so11r11 side-wall and the 
easternmost part of the north side-wall of the choir, wl~ich 
a r e  of thr 14th ccr~tury or  thereal,outs. The side wirtdows 
of t l ~ r  nave. four in numl~cr .  are  pure Irir;l1-rour1d-heade~1~ 
s p l a ~  ing M itlcly and enrir l~ed with mouldings aud I~oods. 



2-1. .4rJrrlorc~; i t s  i'ountlvr arrd E;arly Clrristian Memorials 

r .  l he more ornale west window-its ~transitiomal cllaracter so.  
strongly erll1)l1asised--1rill attract special attentioll. I t  is, o f '  
C O I I ~ S C .  rc~und-liraded, and may he said to consist of t w o  
c~rtlers of rCcrtlilrg colunins and arches. Tlle handsollie semi- 
co lwul~s  01 tlie outer order have disappeared, but the fluted. 
t a p i ~ a l s  rr~riaiii. and segmeuts of the pillars decorated willl 
lozenges a r ~ d  prl l r ts  ure preserved elsewhere withill t h e  
church. Uliat I have presnmed to name the second order  
is really a very cleep moulding bordered by ropework. 

\\'illii~i tlic c l i ~ ~ r c l i  thr chancel arch is easily ,the most .  
rer~iarkal~le  frntllrr: it i5 rcally a beautiful coluposi t io~~.  com- 
Inning grac.tx wit l~ ~ ~ i a s s i v e ~ i e ~ s  and s ~ ~ g g e s t i ~ i g  Iwa~lty wedded 
I t r e ~ ~ t l .  'Thr arrh is pointed ancl has fo r  its supporls *two. 
I:eavy ~ r m i - c w l u ~ i i ~ ~ s  srt upon solid I m e s  ,and hearing capi tals  
01' c p i t r  ~ i ~ i ~ ~ s ~ ~ n l  cliarac,tt-r. One capital (rhe nortliernj i s .  
tlrrorntt*tl ill Ilrilr-tle-lys t l e s i p  a ~ t d  the other in what a p p e a r  
tcx Iw lotus I) ln~so~iis .  The dimensions of the nave a re  72ft- 
I I ~  25ft.. n r~d  tlir clinricel is &out 20ft. wide. Probahly, next  
nfter the clianwl arch, the visitor will be most interested i n  
the il~tc.rir,r arcatli~ig I I ~  w l ~ i d ~  a s  in Cormac's Cha el, a n d  P at Kiln~ralkedar. h e  bareness of the north side wa I is re- 
lieved. The 1)laiik space on this wall is hroken up into a 
series of ~ I I C I S  with bold stone frames. Some of the pane ls  
are square-lieadetl. h i t  others are  pointed, and  a l l  'have s tout  
srri~i-roluni~is. w i t l ~ o ~ i t  capitals. a s  dividers, a t  the same t i m e  
that they rrst on onr  ornamental string course a n d  support. 
anotlier. No tloiibt 1 1 1 ~  par~els were once filled with frescm 
pa in t iny .  111 ra rh  side wall of the  nave i s  set an altnr t o m b  
- - -of .  iwollal)ly. the 1Stl1 century. There is no such monu- 
11ie11.t ill the chnncrl. I ~ I I .  in the north side wall of the latter, 
a l~out  the spot w I I ( ~  in a monastic church we should expect  
1 0  find t l~r fnuridvr'~ tonih, there is a curious ope com- 
1111111icatilig with n little ~)oc,ket o r  passage which r u m  s o m e  
f r r t  t l i r o ~ ~ g l ~  ,ihe tliicknrsa of the wall. The cut-stonr n ia r~ th  
of the opening was clnstd I I Y  A slate slab wl~icli exactly filled 
it. '$hat cen h a w  I ~ r e r ~  the purpose of this hiding-place? 
Mieht it not l i ~ v r  Iwen used to contain a relic. like tlie staff 
of  IhcIan.  wliirIi. the "I.ife" tells us. was preserved for  m a n y  
c t n t i ~ r i r s  - alninst crrtainly up to the R e f o r r n a t i o ~ ~ ~ ~ t  Ard- 
piore? T l ~ r  Iiypothesis does sound a little darinx: the writer, 
Iiowever. merely offers it in lieu of better. One of the re- 
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n ~ a r k a b l e  details of the Ghurcll is  the north doorway: thia 
h a s  heen much restored: it is round-headed, of two orders, 
a n d  has foliage-bearing capitals, corresponding to the capitals 
of the cllance1 arch and west window. Besides this main 
entrance doorway there are  two smaller doors   low built u p  
-1~1th on the sou,th side and  facing the Hour~d Tower. Just 
within the entrance door, lying by the wall, will be noticed 
the original weather-worn finial of the Hound Tower. 

1)oubtless the external arcading of the nave, with it8 
figure-filled panels is the most striking sirlgle feature of the 
t o e  I i n  This llas been so frequently figured thnt it must 
h e  familiar to many readers. The wonderful series of panels 
i b  set in the west gable ill a kind of two-storey plnrl. One- 
the lower-storey consists of two large semi-circular palleh 
and  the olher hav thirteen smaller panels with round heads. 
Old Irish i t l ro~~ography  and  symbolism 11a.s unfortunately 
been but little. arld \cry inadequately. studied. I t  is quite 
clear. even to the c n s n ~ l  student, that the s lhjects  pictured 
a t  Artlmtrre a l e  analogous to, and i r ~  some rases identical with, 
the figure carvings on the High Crosses. Not o r ~ l y  the 
incidents tl~enlselves. but their convelltional treatment. a r e  
identical, and. dnul~tless, both-the High Crosses and the 
Ardmore carvings-belong to the same period. I conclude 
that the Ardmore figures I~elonged to a 9tl1 o r  10th o r  11th 
crr~l!ury c l~ur rh  which preceded our  preserlt (:atl~edral on the 
same site. Let us take the pnnels in order a n d  try to read 
t l le~n I j y  aid of our  present (very i n c o n ~ ~ l e ~ e )  knowledge of 
Irish iconography. I%eginning at the to storrv and  north P s'tlr. H(' l i d  two pa11cIs empty : doubt csq they were once 
fillr!l like rhe others. hut in removal of the panels to their 
pre.ent position the figures may have Ijeen lost o r  1)roken-if, 
inclred. they had not sufferetl e v m  earlier. No. 3 p a r d  con- 
tains a figure mur11 defaced: years ago I read it ns n nran 
wi:h a flail, and I have suggested that it may represent Gicleon. 
In t l ~ e  next panel we have a robed eccl~siast i r  imposirrg hands 
011 a second i ~ ~ d i v i d u a l  ~ l l o  kneels before him. No. S is a 
yroup of two 1o11g-rohed figltres standing face to fare:  per- 
11nl1.: it is illtended to r q ~ r e s m t  the Vi.sitation. No. G has a 
l i p r r  of a l)i~11op holding his staff in his left hand. The  
sevrnth panel is of slig11tI)- larger Gze tllarr ita ncipl~hnurs. 
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l! lms a larger figure Ivery indistinct), a ~ ~ d  to the right of this 
a ~ m a l l r r  figure holding or offering a cup. To  right of t he  
larger figure, on a level wit11 the head, a n d  resting against the 
labter. is an ohjert reseml~lillg a bird or  small animal. In 
the left h a d  the figure holds a second object, witlhl a triangular 
h a d .  No. 8 :  t l ~ r  figure here is a modern introduction; it 
\%as f o u ~ ~ t l  ill t l~r (:athedral during rc:pairs and was, not very 
i~~appropriately.  reset i l l  the present place by the Board of 
Wnrks. No. 9 :  111rer little standing figures on separate slabs 
- - p r o l d ~ l y ,  tlw t l~rce  1lrl)rew children in the Chaldean fur-  
nacr. 'The three small figures stallcling above are the three 

royal ministers making iuspection and  the winged figure at 
the top is the protecting angel, a s  on the Cross of Moone. No. 
10 : thc Particular Judgment. Like the General Judgment, 
this w l ~ j e c t  is f r e q u e ~ ~ t  on the High Crosses. There is  a 
s ~ ~ s ~ ) c n ( l e d  b n l a ~ ~ c e  recordiug the respective weighs  of merit 
a 1 Attaclletl, h e ~ ~ e a t h ,  to  the scales a r e  little figures of 
nnprls on our  side and Satan on the other, adding all they 
cat1 to the resl)ective \+eights of p o d  and evil deeds. No. l 1  : 
sratrd figure of R king or  bishop, with-before him-the 
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k1:eeling figure of a youth or  female offering sdmetlling which 
he holds with elevated hands. The arcades of the lower 
slorey are subdivided-one illto three sull-panels, and the 
onher into two groups or  incidents, scil.. the Judgment of 
Solonion and  the Visit of the Magi. In the Solomon scene 
the wisest of men himself holds the sword with wllich he  is 
about to make the equitable division, while, in the background, 
the incongruous figure of a harper, playing. is introduced. 
The  contents of the second arcade a re  less easy to inter ret, 
*tl~oagh the centre panel is  plain eilougl~-the Fall of b a n  
a s  represewted in the High Crosses of Drumcliffe and  Moone. 

TEMPLE DISERT. 

The  very perplexing remains of this large church etand on 
a level platfor-nl. close to the clitT's edge, a half a mile o r  no 
to east of the mail1 group of ruins. All that survives is the 
western gnble. sonth side-wall. and lower ~or t ion  of the 
east gable. O ~ t e  feels 11uzzled by the unusua\ length of the 
churcll-nearly 68 feet internally: assuming the building to 
have been a votive chal~el-as. almost of necessity. it must 
.have been-its size is inexplical,le. Any more than the 
Cathedral. however. it does not appear to have been al l  of 
one period. The only remaining features which might help 
t o  solve the question of age are the rude west window (high 
u p  in the gable) and the flat~headed south doorway with its 
C I I ~ ~ O U S  reversed and. j~in-fastened keystone and rude relieving 
'arch. Apparently thv western is the older portion of the 
1,11ild,in~. to which, at a r n l~c l~  later dote--possil)ly in the 
l . I t l ~  reuturY--the enstern part wa5 added. To weet of 
l 'enlple L)ieer~--alwr~t twelve paces from the ruin-is the  
Holy Well. In post-invasion  time^. and l~ossibly earlier, the 
(:l~urch of Disert l ~ e l o n ~ r t l  to the Augustinian Priory of 
U a ~ i n i s  o r  Mnlnna (Ihl l inatray) .  

'THE "PATTEIiN" AND TI lE  IIEIJCS OF 
ST. I)EC1,.4N. 

5tr011,ael~ enough. the Pattern of Artllnore. thoueh ~ ~ e r h a p s  
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h e  most reiuarkalde celebration of its k i ~ l d  in Ireland, a n d  
c e r ~ a h l y  the most aricient and notable po ular assemblage 
in the Deeies, has never 1,eeu ad uately Bescribed. Rhi l ip  
Dixon Hardy in his scurrilous boo ?c let, "The Holy Wells .of 
Jrela~id,"  l ~ a s  indeed essayed an account of the celebration,. 
hut, hlintled 1)). I~ i~ te rness  and bigotry, he did not get beyond: 
a malicious burlesque. The Halls' account is more sym- 
lratlietic a i ~ d  accurate, I)ut its authors were strangers tm 
p o l ) ~ ~ l a r  nirntality. 

tlow or  \ \ I I ~ I I  the Irish  patter^^" originated we do not 
Lr~ow. In all prot)al)ility its formal rise was subsequent t o  
the i~~vas icw in ~ h r  12th century. At any rate, native 
lileratnre or prc- invnsio~~ tiriirs is lncking in reference t o  
patterns or cor rwlw~id i i~g  relelwations. The well cultus, 
p l e r n l l y  c~~ i l )od i rd  in the pattern, may !)c Irish; tlie otlier 
o lwrva~ i ce s  savonr of the Norman. Certainly the cultus of 
the Holy \\'ell is tlistinctively traceable in the "Lives" of  
i s  i i t .  111 t l ~ e  post-invasio~i centuries many wells, a n d  
also r l ~ ~ i r r l ~ r s .  werr re-drt l i ra~ed under non-Irish patronage.. 
111 the Kaclding RISS.. Merchant's Quay Library, Dublin, 
1 have found record of a Pupal Indulgence ranted in t h e  
early 17th c~nti11.y. to a Holy Well in Connac t; Though 
ral~not ,  ~ in fo r t u~~a t e ly ,  trace the devotion t o  the Holy We11 
nt Artlmorr fnr~ l ic r  hark than a h n d r e d  and' fifty years 
there rarl Iw littlr. doubt tliat, in one form o r  amtller,  t h e  
devotion it1 ~lurstinti is more aucient l)): cenhries: It would 
seen1 a s  if i l l  fornirr :imes the popuI21r patronal' devotiom 
relitred. a r o d  the Ik- ,~nnachii~ and  the g r aveya~d  ra ther  
tlln~i a rn~tnd  tlir Holy Well, ns to-day. A pominent '  feature. 
of t 1 1 ~  crlel)ra~iotis three hundred years ago was the venera- 
[iorl of St. I k l n n ' s  skull wliirli was preserved' in the oratory. 
1)otinchntlli I111adl1 MacNan~ara. the poet, has some reference - 
t<, the lJattrrli a ~ i d  to the a t t e l ~ d a ~ ~ c e  of  priests tliereat over 
a retitiiry s ir~re.  Fifty years later Windele (MSS., R.I.A.) 
t~otes  that tltc Patter11 had degenerated. a s  such occasions a r e  
opt tn (10. i i ~ tn  a rnr~i ival  of drunkenness a n d  evil behnviour;. 
A1)uses ~ l t r io i t  led 11) the suppression of the fete; thanks. how- 
rver. to t11e local rlerp!. a ban was put up011 the publicho~tses, 
and n rrturn to zoocl order was the consequence-. Then euc- 
r r r ~ l r d  a pr r i rd  of hare toleration. o r  less, dur ing  wtiicli uhe 
I'n~lrrrt s t r11p~Ic0  for  existence. Finally, about sixty years  
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since, under a kind of ecclesiastical semi-approval. com- 
menced a revival of the celebration. A lirttle later the Parish 
Priest, Rev. John Walsh, obtained from the Holy See an 
Indulgence for the celebration in the church. 

The "Rounds" or Stations begin with seven Paters a i ~ d  
Aves which the pilgrim recites kneeling before the Well; 
then be  walks slow.ly three times around the ruin-proceeding 
deiseal, i.e., sunward-and during his an~bulatio~i he snya the 
Rosary (five decades) on his heads. Having completed the 
third circuit, he kneels before the Well, where lie finidles, if 
he lias not already completed, his Itosarj. A second series 
o l  sevrn Paters and Aves is then added, after which the client 
of St. Declan may bathe ailing limbs, eyes, etc., in the slinllow 
tank to east of the Well. Finally, as a record of his devotions, 
the pilgrim scratches with a piece of slate tile outline of a 
cross upon a s!one set in modern masonry at the east cnd 
of the ruim The prayers proper at St. Declnn's Stone, pre- 
paratory to, or after, tile uiicliristian ceremoliinl there, are, 
tcste Windele, five Our Fa~hers and five Hail Marys. 

Though the calendared patron day of Ardmore is July 
24th, the principal gathering at the Well, etc.. is not necea- 
sarily on that day, h"t on the nearest Sunday. unless the 24th 
itself be a Sunday. This arrangement suggests that the 
pattern celebration at Ardmore dates from a remote period 
find before the institution of octaves. O h e r  patterns, like 
AiIothel, are held on the Sunday within the octave. but the 
Ardmore practice, witth which the practice at Ballygu~~lier 
(Callaghane), Co. Waterford, agrees, is no doubt the more 
a~lcient. 

I t  mny be accepted, as certain thnt tlie Holy Well (reall 
a partially clammed-up rivulet) and trhe ruin I~eside it mar l 
the desert spot to which Declan from time to time retired. 
The place is too minutely described in "Life" to leabe any 
reasormble doubt in the matter. The s r ~ p ~ l y  of water, though 
constant, is not great. At presrnt the double hasin is arcl~rd 
over hy masonry into the summit of wliich ar r  set tl~rrc. rude 
figures of rhr Crucifiuion-two of them of considerahle 
nntiqr~ity. Ollirr figures formerly presrrtrrl Iwrr nre alleged 
to liqve been destroyed ill 1831 by gome local soupcrs. The 
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ri~iiclue carvings il l  the Catliedral gal,le, by the way, suffered 
from the same sectaria11 bilterness, a t  the same time a n d  in 
tlie same way. A certain magnate of the immediate locality 
laid irreverent hands on one stone, but it fell on him and  
broke his leg! (Wiridele MSS. R.I.A., 12, I. 3.) 

The I k l l  of St.  Declan is referred to a s  existing in the 
17111 ceriL~~ry, or. a t  least. when the "Life" was writlen four  
or live 11111idretl years earlier. Its legeudary origin is thus 
~c.rordvd: I ) c r l a ~ ~ .  rcturning to Ireland from Home, was m e  
nwrriing I~cg i~ in ing  Vnsc in a church by the wayside when 
there Has split to him froni heaven a little black bell which 
entered rlirough tlie window and  rested on the al tar  in front 
of tlle relebrarit; this heavenly gift the saint committed for  
sufe keepi~ig to a disciple of his, Runan by name, who is 
said to have I)ee~i sorl to the King of Rome, i.e., a foreigner 
of Patrician birth. For reasons to he given presently I think 
tI!e Hp11 and the Duilhin Deaclain are  idensticat, and that 
die ohjcrt u a s  ~ i o t  renlly a bell a t  all ,  but a small cross- 
i~iscrihed piece of stone. 

Uuil)lii~i I)eaplain, trllich I venture to identify tentatively 
\tit11 the Ijell. was a thin a ~ i d  flat piece of black marble- 
nl~out  two irichw square. It is reputed to have been found 
ill tlie saint's grave. The Duibhin survived till the middle 
of t11e In-t centur).  ~ l i e r ~  it was used a s  a n  amulet against 
cattle disease. When last heard of, this relic was in Dun- 
garvan. in poswssio~i of a member of the Williams family. 
m d ,  for nll that t h ~  writer, by repeated enquiries, could 
d ixover  to the contrary. it perhaps remains in the same place 
and custody still. The I)uibliin, after the mariner of amulets, 
was 1)nuntl around I)y a slender metal clamp. a n d  bore on 
one face a c i r c l ~ .  and  on the other an inscribed cross. There 
was. also. o ~ i  the far? of the stone, four  o r  five small tholes 
connter wrik for rilels. A detailed descriptioii of the curious 
relir. \tit11 an i l lwtrat io~i .  appears  in the Kilkenny Arcliaeo- 
Io+al J o r ~ r ~ i a l .  Vol.  111.. New Series. p. 47. William 
'A~lliaIiiq has euplai~ied tlie name Duibliin-Duiblimhionn, 
I~lack relic--1)rit cloes not Duibhin, little black object, seem 
eilually. or more. I ) r o l ~ a l ~ l e ?  

KII!. c l t ~  I s~ipgrst  equation, o r  identification, of the modern 
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n~a rh l e  Jhibliin with "L)eclar~'s f k l l "  of the "Life"? First, 
hecause, on testin~orly of the "Life" the bell was called 
tiuihhin, the very name applied half a century since t o  the 
slone object. Secondly, because the Irish "1,ife" (Brusselr 
original) indiflerenltly calls the ol~jecl sent to 1)eclan from 
heaven clocli and clocc (clog). In one sentence the object 
is said to be a bell, a n d  in the other, a stone; it is quite 
clear that in one of the two cases there is a scribal error. It 
is Itrue that in my rdition of the "l,ife" I have translated 
the word-ldl in I)OIII casrs. E'urtl~cr t l~ol~gll t  a ln~ost  con. 
vinces me I ought t ~ )  have made i l  s tor~e ill Imth instances. 
I;aslly. because in mother  passage of the "Life" (C. 30) the 
~ o r d  clog (clocc) is  actrlally written in error  for  cloclr. 

From one of the two r r f e r c ~ ~ w s  ill the "Life" it w o d d  
q ~ p e a r  tlmt 1)eclan's staff, called the " F r n r ~ l ~ a c l ~ "  o r  "\vender- 
working." was also preserved at Ardnmrv. At any rate, 
the compiler seems to imply that the relic existed i n  his 
day. And. if in the original writer's day, why not in Micl~ael 
O'Cleary's time. for  Brother Rlic!!~ael copies the statement 
wilhout comment ! 

A further relir of thr saint, long preserved a t  Ardmore, 
was his skull-also alleged to have been found in h e  grave 
within the Heannacl~in. The skull. in l l ~ e  early )Pars of 
the 17th century, had become so worn a11d infirm from great 
q c .  much handling and long exposure tl~nt, in the )ear  1642, 
it had to he sent for repair to one Herr~rles  Ilcer. silversmith, 
of Youghal. A MS. Hislory of Y o ~ ~ g h a l ,  \\ritten by Thomas 
Crmke, Clerk of that place, about the middle of the 18th 
century, and quoted by Hdyman, is respot~si l~le for  the stoty: 
Under the silversmith's hammer the head crrnnbled so to 
pirres  hat repair became impossi1)le. T l~r r rupon  h e  tlis- 
honest silvrrsmith ~ u l d t u t c d  for t!~e original rrlir tlw skull 
of one John 1)romada. a felon. who a short time previousl 
had sulfered the extreme pcnalty or  the law at i . o u ~ h s ~  
lJpon the substi~uted skull 13ecr put a silver plate as if he 
had repaired it. Thr fraud has,  however. anon deh-trd hut, 
in all -prol)al)ilitv. not Ixfore it was too late to r rcowr  the 
original fragments. All 111is roes to ~l~o\b-if it p ~ o v ~  
nothing else-tl~at the cult of I k r l an  was a w r )  l i \ ing 
artnality ill Ardmore three h~~ncl red  !car5 ago. a s  to-day, 
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when perhaps no other Irish saint has so pronounced a local 
and popular 11o11uur as St. Declan. 

Only one moriu~nent or relic, of ancient Ardmore remains 
to he named. This is the baptismal font of early Tudor 
times. now preserved within the modern Protestant Church. 
I he forit is octa onal, as practically every baptismal font 
u m  I)rforr kuowfedCr of ecclesiastical aymbolism had died 
out i n  tile 11.isl1 ( . l~~~rc l i .  The number eight symbolises 
regeueration. Its dworation enables us to date this iwterest- 
ills and \ ~ I I P I - J I , I C  rlrtic.1~ of  ciI1urcI1 furniture as approxi- . 
r~~ntely vcr) Intc liftcentli renlury work. 
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